


Megidto 


Message 


PEVOTED TO THE: CAUS EOF: CHRIST 





The God-Touched Heart 


The Great Apostasy 
STEADFAST ... OR STUCKFAST 


MEDITATIONS ON THE WORD 
YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED 


GOD’S CHOSEN ONES 


ws 








Vol. 45, No. 4 


February 22, 1958 








Megidt 


Messag ( 


February 22, 1958 Vol. 45, No. 4 
Percy J. Thatcher, Editor 


A religious magazine, devoted to the cause 
of Christ and published for the dissemina- 
tion of Bible truth alone. The MErGIDDO 
MESSAGE will 
@ Strengthen your faith in the Bible 
@ Answer perplexing religious questions 
@ Give you courage for these uncertain 
times 
@ Help you live above the world’s moral 
corruption 
@ Reveal to you how to develop a char- 
acter acceptable to God 
@ Bring peace and stability to your life 


PUBLISHED every two weeks by the Megiddo 
Mission Church, 481 Thurston Road, 
Rochester 19, N. Y. 


@ SUBSCRIPTION RATES: One year, $1.00; 
six months, 50 cents. Make checks or Money 
Orders for all literature payable to the 
Megiddo Mission Church. Please notify 
promptly of any change of address. 


Entered as second-class matter, October 15, 
1920, at the Post Office at Rochester, N. Y., 
under Act of March 3, 1879. 





Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 


HISTORY or rue MEGIDDO MISSION 
Tue COMING or JESUS ano ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 


THE SABBATH 
TRINITY 
Complete set $2.25 
Single copies .20 
History .40 


A TREATISE 
ON THE HOLY SPIRIT 


Have you wondered why professed Chris- 
tians have never felt the genuine power of 
Holy Spirit? 

Have you been disappointed by pretend- 
ers who falsely claimed apostolic power? 

Have you hoped to know the true mean- 
ing of the Biblical promise? 

Then you will find this booklet most in- 
teresting and instructive. 


It discusses Biblical evidence concerning 
the Holy Spirit Power as promised by Jesus 
in fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy. 


The following questions are answered: 
When was it given to God’s people? 
Why was it given? 

When was it withheld? 
Why was it withheld? 
When shall it be restored? 


Send for your copy today. 
60 pages, size 6 by 9 inches. Price 20 cents. 





Now Available 


OUR NEW 1958 EDITION 
OF 


THE GREAT 
APOSTASY 


OR 


DEPARTURE FROM TRUE 
RELIGION 


WHEN IT OCCURRED 
HOW LONG IT LASTED 
SCRIPTURALLY PROPHESIED 
HISTORICALLY CONFIRMED 


Price each 20 cents 











OUR NEXT ISSUE 


The next issue of the MEGIDDO MESSAGE 
will be our combined yearly True Christmas 
and New Year and True Easter Number. 
It will contain evidence of the true dates of 
the Nativity and the beginning of the Bible 
year and Passover and Easter. Other spe- 
cial features will be a “Home Christmas 
Service”; a story for children, “Michael’s 
Mistake”; “A Lesson from the Ant”; “The 
Beatitudes”; and other interesting articles, 
with colorful illustrations. The contents, to- 
gether with a special full-color cover will 
be worthy of your perusal. It will be dated 
March 15, 1958. 











Y 
2 Brg mvan. 





Help in Dark Times 
Dear Friends: 

The message of truth in your paper 
means so much in these dark and trouble- 
some times when men’s hearts are failing 
for fear of what is coming on the earth. 

Corner Brook, Nfld, Can. M. A. 


Appreciation 
Dear Sister: 

The story you sent surely was appreci- 
ated. It was read over and over. The books 
that were sent are surely being used. Every 
night we read out of them and J— has 
made a list of questions and answers. They 
just love that; they remember so well. They 
love the stories of Noah and Moses and 
Abraham. In fact, they love them all. J— 
liked the meal prayer so much. She uses it 
at mealtime. 

Spotswood, N. J. B. H. 
Understanding 
Dear Friend: 

I found out about the Megiddo Mission 
through Mr. B—’s leaving leaflets in my 
mail box. I have been reading the Bible for 
some years; reading the booklets and mag- 
azines makes me understand the Scriptures 
better now. I have just finished reading the 
book, “Trinity.” I understand the Trinity 
better now. 

Warwick, Queensland, Australia 

Mrs. M. E. E. 


My Greatest Pleasure 
Dear Friends: 

Reading the MESSAGE is the greatest 
pleasure to me and I look forward to its 
coming along. 

You all have my best wishes. 

London, Ont., Can. B. C. 


Thank the Lord 
Dear Brethren: 

I have seen light since I received your 
book, “The Coming of Jesus and Elijah and 
the Great Battle of Armageddon.” I thank 
the Lord for the day I received that book. 
May God richly bless you. 

Alva, Florida J. M..P. 
A Striking Contrast 
Dear Sister: 

Coming home last Saturday, I noticed a 
patch of pumpkins on a small flat between 
a sharp bend in the gully, now dry; they 
were so very green and stood out in marked 
contrast to the surrounding dry fields, 
browned with heat and want of moisture. 
The little flat must have been more moist 
and the roots of the vines had found this 
dampness. Even so should those who claim 
to be God’s sons and daughters stand out in 
marked contrast to a world, barren and 
void of righteousness, evil in every way, 
without God and without hope. 


Warwick, Qld., Australia A. B. 
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THE GOD-TOUCHED HEART 


king of Israel, the Prophet Samuel told the new 

ruler of a number of things he would experience 
on his journey home that day, also commanding him to 
wait seven days until he himself should come down and 
officially announce his kingship to the people. As he pro- 
ceeded homeward, the situations which the prophet fore- 
told should arise, occurred one after another. At the end 
of the seven days Samuel was on hand to break the news 
to the people. The king had already been chosen, yet as 
a matter of formality the tribes of Israel were brought 
before the Lord to choose a man from among them. The 
tribe of Benjamin was taken. The heads of the families 
of that tribe then presented themselves, and the family 
of Matri was taken, and Saul the son of Kish of that 
family. 

As the people waited eagerly for a look at their king 
he proved to be conspicuous by his absence. He had “hid 
himself among the stuff.” He was soon located, however, 
brought forward, and to the delight of the assembled 
throng he at least looked the part of a king. He was head 
and shoulders taller than anyone present. The ceremony 
being ended, Samuel sent the people away. And we read: 
“And Saul also went home to Gibeah; and there went with 
him a band of men, whose hearts God had touched.” 

Has God touched our hearts? When we speak of God 
touching the heart we do not get the idea that He touches 
our physical heart with His literal finger, but we at once 
recognize it as a figure of speech. To touch the heart is to 
influence the mind, to reach the affections. A touch like 
this will impel us to “set our affections on things above, 
not on things on the earth.” If God has touched our hearts 
we will be seeking first His Kingdom. Our longing for 
that “far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory” 
which He offers will be so intense that we will call life’s 
little trials and crosses light by comparison. 

Our anxiety to know the true and living God and assure 
ourselves of the truthfulness of His Word will impel us 
to “give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doc- 
trine,” to give ourselves “wholly to them.” Jesus com- 
manded the people of His day to “search the Scriptures, 
for ... they are they which testify of me.” And for very 
good reason we should do this. Life, in this present ar- 
rangement of things is short, and death is inevitable. If 
by becoming intensely interested in the things the God of 
heaven can give we can ultimately defeat death, why 
should we not be deeply concerned about gaining that 
knowledge? 

The heart God has touched will, like the noble Bereans 
of old, search the Scriptures daily, to see if these things 
be true. A touched heart will daily compare to see if the 
things it believes bear the mark of reality, whether they 
are founded on reason and evidence, whether they bear 
the mark of divine authority. Such a concern will move 
one to be careful of what he believes, to seek truth with 
the greatest honesty, gladly rejecting any belief that can- 
not be backed up by the plainest “thus saith the Lord.” 

If the love of future life has reached our affections we 
will not be’ so filled with enthusiasm over business or 
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some temporal proposition that a volume of words will 
flow forth from our lips, and then remain inarticulate 
when the grand truths of God Almighty are mentioned. 
Said Jesus: “Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaketh.” 

If God has touched our hearts we will believe all things 
are “working together for our good.” Such a one will not 
exult in prosperity and be cast down when reverses come, 
but will rejoice in the Lord always (Phil. 4:4). He will 
not be so encumbered with making a living that he will 
have no time to make a life, no time to prepare for the 
Kingdom of God. He will put first things first, using the 
present only as a means to a much greater end, consider- 
ing life’s short day as a time of transit from imperfection 
to moral perfection in preparation for the ultimate 
change from mortality to immortality. 

A former American statesman said recently: “Years 
of doing the wrong thing, or of putting second things 
first, cannot be brought back.” Neither can a lifetime of 
surrender to the flesh be corrected or compensated for 
when our feet “stumble upon the dark mountains,” or 
the “shadow of death” overtakes us. 

We will not be thinking too highly of self if God has 
touched our hearts, nor glorying in the great things we 
can accomplish. By weighing the little that we know 
against the vast reservoir of what there is to know, we 
will realize the limited scope of our abilities, and that 
our excellence should be to excel in doing right. 

Many a married person is untrue to his or her spouse, 
and many a home is broken as the result of this corroding 
evil. He that commits “adultery . .. lacketh understand- 
ing: he that doeth it destroyeth his own soul” (Prov. 6: 
32). Disagreement between wedded partners is always 
the sign of the untouched heart on the side of one or the 
other, or both. The touched heart recognizes and acts upon 
the divine injunction: “Let all bitterness, and wrath, and 
anger, and clamor, and evil speaking be put away from 
you, with all malice: and be ye kind one to another, ten- 
derhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for 
Christ’s sake hath forgiven you” (Eph. 4:31, 32). 

If God has touched our hearts we will not be trying to 
see how broad we can make the way or how much of the 
flesh we can retain, but once we know a thing is a divine 
command we will fly to obey it. In place of letting our 
minds wander in channels that are not edifying to the 
spirit man, we will hasten to stanch the springs of guilty 
thought. We will not be the fool with his eyes in the ends 
of the earth, trying to catch a glimpse of some object 
that will feed the emotions of the flesh, but will be quick 
to shut our eyes from seeing evil. 

Perhaps secret sins are holding you back; if so, be 
sure God has not touched your heart. Secret sins are the 
most difficult to overcome because no one knows of them 
but ourselves, hence we cannot have help. To free our- 
selves from this form of evil will take the very best that 
is in us. We should let the fear of God and the love of 
future life get deeper and deeper into our hearts. Impress 
our minds over and over again with the thought that “the 
eyes of the Lord are in every place, beholding the evil and 
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the good,” that neither darkness nor opaque walls can ob- 
scure the gaze of the recording angel, that one day the 
record will be opened, read publicly, and in our hearing, 
and that there is only one way to clear our past record 
and that is to stop committing the sin. We should go to 
God in prayer, ask Him for help, then re-double our ef- 
forts, build high heaps about the mire holes where we 
have fallen. We must not even once fondle the evil, but 
avoid it as we would poison; flee from it as we would 
flee from a venomous snake. Be determined that we can, 
we must, and we will win. Oh, how great the mercy of 
God if we turn from our evil ways! They will be com- 
pletely blotted out, not once be mentioned at Judgment 
Day. 

The man or woman whose heart God has touched will 
hold himself or herself aloof from the pleasure-loving 
crowd that throngs the places of amusement today. The 
divine command is: “Wherefore come out from among 
them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not 
the unclean thing.” “Love not the world, neither the 
things that are in the world. If any man love the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the 
world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and 
the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 
And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he 
that doeth the will of God abideth for ever” (II Cor. 6: 
17; I John 2: 15—17). 

If God has touched our hearts, our Bibles will not lie 
on the book shelf unopened until the dust accumulates 
on their covers while we neglect even our household 
duties to watch near-comic images on the television screen. 
Paul commanded the Church at Ephesus to redeem “the 
time, because the days are evil.” Or as Dr. Moffatt trans- 
lates it: “Be strictly careful then about the life you lead; 
act like sensible men, not like thoughtless; make the very 
most of your time, for these are evil days” (Eph. 5: 15, 
16). 

This same apostle advised his son-in-the-faith, Timothy, 
to be “‘an example of the believers, in word, in conversa- 
tion, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity” (I Tim. 4: 
12). If God’s grace has touched one’s heart, that individ- 
ual will not be spending his money for that which is nei- 
ther food nor raiment, smoking pack after pack of ciga- 
rets, in that way encouraging youth, and even his own chil- 
dren, to adopt the sinful and harmful habit of smoking. 
Even more vicious is the habit of partaking of alcoholic 
beverages, so highly advertized by the profit-minded and 
unmoral brewing and distilling industries. The first drink 
offered as a friendly gesture to the unsuspecting youth 
may result in the addition of one to our nation’s horrible 
toll of alcoholics. 

The heart that God has touched will not allow its owner 
to employ its powers of speech as he would have used 
them had he not received that magic touch, or as many 
professed Christian men use them today. The divine com- 
mand is: “But fornication, and all uncleanness, or cov- 
etousness, let it not once be named among you, as becom- 
eth saints; neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor 
jesting, which are not convenient: but rather giving of 
thanks” (Eph. 5:3, 4). The Christian is commanded to 
speak to edification: “Let us therefore follow after the 
things which make for peace, and the things wherewith 
one may edify another” (Rom. 14:19). There can be no 
edification in a man repeating to his friends, filthy stories 


which would not be tolerated in decent society. 

As not one square inch of the bed of the mighty Amazon 
can escape being affected by the waters covering it, so 
not the smallest area in the life of an individual whose 
heart God has touched can remain unaffected. The apostle 
spoke much in a few words when he said: “This I say 
then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the lusts 
of the flesh. For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and 
the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the 
one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye 
would” (Gal. 5:16, 17). 

The heart God has touched is compassionate. If through 
persistent effort in right living you have climbed success- 
fully over some of life’s most difficult barriers, do not look 
back with disdain at a younger brother who has not yet 
mustered the strength to surmount the obstacle. Reach 
back a helping hand, speak a word of encouragement. Tell 
him what helped you in the fight; perhaps the same thing 
may also help him. 

God’s touch can soften the hardest heart, making it 
susceptible to His impressions. The promise is: “A new 
heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put with- 
in you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your 
flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh. . . . Then shall 
ye remember your own evil ways, and your doings that 
were not good” (Ezek. 36: 26, 31). 

The writer of the Book of Ecclesiastes said: “I know 
that whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever” (Eccl. 
3:14). If His hand has truly touched our heart, the re- 
sult of that touch, too, will be enduring, for we shall be 
“steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord.” If we have felt this touch we will not have 
to be pushed and dragged into doing our part in the serv- 
ice of the Lord, but will be looking for a chance to help. 
If in our Christian endeavor there are letters to be an- 
swered, or work to be done such as we naturally do not 
relish, when the question is asked, “Who will go for us?” 
we will not keep silent, but in the words of Isaiah our 
ready response will be: “Here am I, send me.” 

The man whose heart God has touched will be looking 
for good fruits in others; will rejoice to see progress in 
another even if that person is able to run the Christian 
race faster than himself. The touched heart will be co- 
operative and helpful. Such a person will not always be 
taking a critical attitude toward the work of the Church 
or other community projects, but will put his shoulder 
to the wheel and help. The fact that some projects are 
managed in a way that does not seem to us the best, does 
not justify feelings of bitterness, envy or hatred, or the 
entrance of variance and dissensions. Our judgment may 
not be the last word; perhaps we could not do as well our- 
selves. 

If God has touched our heart, we will be so busy trying 
to get ourselves right that we will not allow what some- 
one else may say to us or about us to stir us up unduly. 
Remember, “Great peace have they which love thy law, 
and nothing shall offend them” (Ps. 119: 165). 

If God has influenced our mind, our faith will be grow- 
ing stronger every day. We will feed that faith, keep our 
minds filled with the things that produce faith, and ban- 
ish all doubts before they have a chance to defeat us. 
Even though the time of Christ’s second coming seems to 
tarry, we will not join with the evil servants in saying— 
not even in our hearts—‘‘My lord delayeth his coming,” 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Steadfast... 


E ALL admire a steadfast person because such a 

one has developed characteristics that are firmly 
fixed and established. Such a person is constant and un- 
swerving in his purpose. True, he might be enlisted in a 
wrong cause, in a hopeless cause; but still, he is steadfast 
and earnest in what he does and believes. 

The brave knights and their devoted followers of the 
Dark Ages were steadfast in their avowed purpose to 
take Jerusalem out of the hands of the infidel Turks and 
return it to the control of the so-called Christian people. 
Despite the zeal and energy they displayed, their efforts 
availed little. At the time of our Civil War the Northern 
States were steadfast in their belief that slavery must be 
abolished; but the Southern people were just as deter- 
mined that the lawful use of slaves was necessary if they, 
the plantation owners, were to survive. Both sides lost 
heavily. 

Steadfast persons do not blow alternately hot and cold. 
Their emotional make-up is such that they present a 
stable front (mirror of a stable interior) to their asso- 
ciates in their everyday living habits. They have a clear 
picture of the goal they wish to reach and they are busy 
taking the necessary steps to get there. They concentrate. 

Thomas A. Edison was one of the world’s greatest in- 
ventors. It is said that his patents numbered over 1,300. 
His extraordinary energy and his steadfastness in dis- 
covering a successful method of making use of the electric 
light bulb, sound reproduction, and dozens of other worth- 
while processes and machines is known the world over. 
The story is told that late one summer evening when he 
returned home from work, his wife said to him, “Thomas, 
you’ve worked too long without a rest. You must take a 
vacation.” 

“But where will I go?” he asked. 

“Decide where you’d rather be than anywhere else on 
earth and go there,” was his wife’s answer. 

“Very well,” promised Mr. Edison. “I will do just that. 
I will go there tomorrow.” And the next morning he re- 
turned to his work in his laboratory! 

Would you aspire to follow in the footsteps of Mr. 
Edison? Would you desire to become great in the eyes of 
the world? Would you dedicate your life to climbing the 
highest mountain, or descending to the deepest depth of 
the ocean? Would you create the most artistic painting, 
or perform an outstanding athletic feat? Would you be 
a hero on the field of battle, or gain prominence in the 
political heavens? There are those who have tried and 
failed completely. There are those who achieved a meas- 
ure of success and were lauded for the moment. But 
after the headlines of the newspapers become a week old 
and the cheers of the throngs are hushed, where are the 
lasting benefits? The signed scrolls, the hero’s medals, 
the silver cup, do not even provide the means to furnish 
food for an empty stomach. 

Then how infinitely more sensible it is to be steadfast 
in a cause that produces future benefits and rewards as 
well as a hundredfold in this present life (Mark 10: 30). 
We can think of no better advice than that of the great 
Apostle Paul: “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye 
steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of 


the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not 
in vain in the Lord” (I Cor. 15: 58). Paul was a wonder- 
ful example of a steadfast individual. In his younger 
days, before his conversion, he had a burning determina- 
tion to eradicate and stamp out the new “heresy” of 
Christianity. After he saw the light, he united with the 
despised minority and joyfully suffered the persecutions 
it entailed, becoming one of its staunchest and most stead- 
fast supporters. He could say in his letter to his breth- 
ren at Philippi, “Brethren, I count not myself to have ap- 
prehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those 
things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those 
things which are before, I press toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 

In comparing the lives of Thomas Edison and the 
Apostle Paul it is plainly evident that both men were 
outstandingly successful in their life’s work. We benefit 
greatly from the achievements of both men. However, 
there are great differences to be observed. At the moment, 
Mr. Edison reposes in a stately burial place, while the 
Apostle Paul lies in an unknown tomb. But the greatest 
difference is that Paul has the promise of a resurrection 
and a future life that will be eternal, with a prominent 
place in Christ’s everlasting Kingdom. 


... Ot Stuckhast? 


Perhaps you have also known people who were not 
steadfast but stuck fast. They remain stationary—no for- 
ward progress can be noted. Intellectually, emotionally, 
or spiritually, they are stuck fast on some obstacle or 
barrier. 

The roadblock might be something very apparent, such 
as anger, impatience, thinking too highly of self, foolish 
talking, or evil speaking. Again, they might be stuck fast 
on the hidden shoals of bitterness, jealous thoughts, pride, 
or any of the other evils so dangerous to a consistent 
spiritual growth and forward progress. 

When a vessel runs aground on a rocky shoal or sand 
bar, it is at once very evident. A sudden jolt is felt; prog- 
ress comes to a halt. The propellors revolve furiously; 
ship’s bells jangle, whistles are tooted, sailors run to and 
fro. Plenty of action is taking place on the vessel itself, 
but usually to no avail. The ship remains stuck fast. 
Unless additional help from outside sources is quickly 
obtained, the results can be disastrous. The captain sends 
out an S.O.S. and pleads for aid. One or more tug boats 
and a high tide is generally necessary to re-float the 
stranded vessel. We would not think much of a captain 
who accidently runs aground and then says, “Well, boys, 
we have plenty of food and water on board so we might 
as well take it easy. We should have real high tide about 
three months from today, so we stand a pretty good 
chance of getting underway again!” 

Now, are we in danger of being stuck fast on some ob- 
stacle in our spiritual walk? Are we stuck on a rocky 
shoal of bitterness? Are we stranded on the sandbars of 
doubt and unbelief? Is the roadblock of temporal cares 
staring us in the face? Are we bogged down in the ditch 
of despair? If so, do we realize the seriousness of our 

(Continued on page 9) 
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PART FOUR 


The Great Apostasy 


—or Departure from True Religion— 
Apostasy in Action 


THE HOLY CITY — THE TWO WITNESSES 


E EXAMINED the writings of Daniel and Paul 

\X/ and Jesus’ own testimony which prophesy an 
oncoming Apostasy. Now we have found the rec- 

ord of history to verify the Bible account in that it de- 
scribes the growing laxity of the Christians from the sec- 
ond century onward and the infiltration of numerous 
false doctrines, until, as the historian states, “During the 
seventh century true religion lay buried under a senseless 
mass of superstition, and was unable to raise her head.” 

John the Revelator is equally vocal on this subject. In 
fact three out of the twenty-two chapters of the Book of 
Revelation are devoted exclusively to the Apostasy, its 
causes and effects. This indicates its importance. Before 
the Almighty considered His inspired Message to man- 
kind to be complete, He added to the canon the Book of 
Revelation, to make known “unto his servants things 
which must shortly come to pass” (Rev. 1:1), and at 
least one-seventh of that Revelation pertains to the 
Apostasy. 

The eleventh chapter outlines the then future destiny 
of the Two Witnesses, the Old and New Testaments. Of 
course, the written Word can be vocal only as men give 
it voice; it lives only as men and women give it life. John 
foresaw a time when the Word could no longer be vocal, 
when it would actually pass through the agonies of death 
because the “holy city” or people of God would cease to 
let it live in their lives. 

We who live beyond that dark epoch and labor to under- 
stand these many deep symbolisms by which it is de- 
scribed, might sometimes be tempted to wish that the 
facts had been stated in plainer, less figurative language. 
But with the history of that era before us, we recognize 
the very depth of the symbols as a manifestation of God’s 
foresight and goodness to us. During the Apostasy the 
Bible was preserved in the hands of its worst enemies, 
who, had they met with the naked truth which pronounced 
them the instigators of the sinister movement, would 
surely have dispensed entirely with the Sacred Volume. 
But, being in ignorance of its actual intent, and assum- 
ing Revelation to be a mystery, they preserved the Book 
painstakingly and flawlessly—for us! 

John begins this eleventh chapter by saying that the 
“holy city” was to be trodden under foot for a given pe- 
riod of time. The reference is not to the literal Jerusalem 
because Jesus in His first recorded sermon addressed true 
believers as “the light of the world, a city that is set on a 
hill” ; and we know from Isaiah that the faithful of future 
ages are to be designated as “The city of the Lord, The 
Zion of the Holy One of Israel” (Matt. 5: 14; Isa. 60: 14). 
It was this “city” of believers which was to be trodden 
under foot, and their oppression and death would mean 
likewise the death of the Two Witnesses. 


“When they [the Two Witnesses] shall have finished 
their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bot- 
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tomless pit shall make war against them, and shall over- 
come them, and kill them” (Rev. 11:7). 


The death or desertion of the last true Christian from 
the Cause left the Bible without a single defender or ad- 
vocate, so that the “beast” or Roman power was able to 
kill the Two Witnesses without resistance. 


“And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the 
great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, 
where also our Lord was crucified. 

“And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and 
nations shall see their dead bodies three days and a half, 
and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in graves. 

“And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over 
them, and make merry, and shall send gifts one to an- 
other; because these two prophets tormented them that 
dwelt on the earth” (Rev. 11: 8—10). 


As long as the truth of God’s Word was being pro- 
claimed, as long as there was a living soul to testify to its 
unyielding demands for moral perfection, that Bible was 
a torment to mankind’s lower nature. Therefore, the 
death of the last Christian, which brought an end to the 
testimony of the Two Witnesses (equivalent to their 
death), was an occasion for great rejoicing. Light had 
come into the world, but men had rejected it and reverted 
to the darkness. “Men loved darkness rather than light, 
because their deeds were evil” (John 3:19). With the 
silencing of the Witnesses the people were no longer har- 
assed with the plain truth which they had neither desire 
to know nor inclination to perform. The night was black 
when mankind rejoiced to be liberated from the eternal 
truths and holy principles of God’s Word—the Two Wit- 
nesses, 

But the darkest night always gives place to dawn. John 
foresaw life beyond death for the Two Witnesses, of 
which more will be said later. 


TWO BEASTS 


Revelation 13 expresses, again in highly figurative 
language, the Roman monopoly, first pagan and then 
papal, upon all mankind. First the pagan power is re- 
sisted by the Christians, next assimilated by them. Later 
the apostate Christians, gone from bad to worse, rear 
an image to perpetuate paganized worship and compel 
universal homage under penalty of death. 


Two beasts arise and stalk the land. The first “was like 
unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, 
and his mouth as the mouth of a lion” (Rev. 13: 2). 
This beast, Pagan Rome, the fourth world power, had ab- 
sorbed the three preceding universal empires: Greece, 
Medo-Persia, and Babylon, which had many centuries 
ago been foreseen by Daniel in identical symbols (the 
lion, bear, and leopard). “The dragon,” which is clearly 
defined by the Revelator as “that old serpent, called the 
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Devil, and Satan” (12:9; 20:2), gave to this Roman 
beast “his power, and his seat, and great authority.” 
“And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to 
death; and his deadly wound was healed” (v. 3). 
Pagan Rome suffered a serious wound when under Con- 
stantine and Theodosius, pagan temples were closed and 
the worship of idols proscribed as illegal. But later the 
wound was healed. In other words, paganism was revived 
and restored under another name, as degenerating Chris- 
tians began to restyle and then accept pagan thought. 


Here we have the Apostasy in action. Gibbon expresses 
it well: 


“The Catholic church imitated the profane model, 
which they were impatient to destroy. The most respect- 
able bishops had persuaded themselves that the ignorant 
rustics would more cheerfully renounce the superstitions 
of Paganism, if they found some resemblance, some com- 
pensation, in the bosom of Christianity. The religion of 
Constantine achieved in less than a century, the final 
conquest of the Roman Empire; but the victors them- 
selves were insensibly subdued by the arts of their van- 
quished rivals.”* 


First the church fathers “fought tooth and nail” against 
pagan practices. Later, grown weary of denouncing, they 
embraced them. What they could, they repressed; what 
they could not repress, they adopted. 

The second beast which John beheld “had two horns 
like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon” (v. 11). This is 
Papal Rome in her most characteristic aspect—under dis- 
guise. Tear away the false front, the mask of lamb-like 
professions, and what have you? Dragon-like features, 
dragon-like language, dragon-like demeanor. The beast 
is the dragon re-dressed! This is revealing. It is identical 
to the serpent that has been at work all through the day 
of salvation, only with a Christianized front. Jesus alerted 
us to this distinguishing feature of all false prophets. 
They come “in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are 
ravening wolves” (Matthew 7:15). 

This beast—-externally lamb-like, internally dragon- 
like—engages in one activity which betrays his identity. 
The principal motive of this beast, according to the text, 
is to keep the pagan power alive, active, the object of uni- 
versal veneration. In order to achieve its purpose, Papal 
Rome is described as compelling earth’s inhabitants to 
make an image to the first beast and then fall down be- 
fore it. Pagan Rome had fallen, but pagan customs were 
enshrined, adored, absorbed. Whether great or small, rich 
or poor, all must worship the image of the first beast or 
suffer the death penalty (verses 12—15). As we showed 
in our brief historical sketch, such relics of heathenism 
as the Egyptian Isis were taken into the church and wor- 
shiped under the guise of the Queen of Heaven; the Per- 
sian Mithras became the crucified Saviour, etc. Thus it 
was that the worship of the first beast was perpetuated 
and even demanded by papal authority, and even by the 
repressive measures of the earlier, established Protestant 
churches, which in doctrine were still in the image of 
paganism. 

At this point the historian H. G. Wells furnishes mar- 
velous confirmation of the Bible prophecy that Papal 
Rome would give life to the image of the first beast. 


“Through Charlemagne the tradition of the Roman 
Caesars was revived in Europe. The Roman Empire was 
dead and decaying. . . . Official Christianity had long over- 


laid and accustomed itself to ignore those strange teach- 
ings of Jesus of Nazareth from which it had arisen. The 
Roman Church, clinging tenaciously to its possession of 
the title of pontifex maximus, had long since abandoned 
its appointed task of achieving the Kingdom of Heaven. 
It was preoccupied with the revival of Roman ascend- 
ancy on earth, which it conceived of as its inheritance. It 
had become a political body, using the faith and needs of 
simple men to forward its schemes. .. . The Roman Em- 
pire staggers, sprawls, is thrust off the stage, and reap- 
pears, and—if we may carry the image one step further 
—it is the Church of Rome which plays the part of the 
magician and keeps this corpse alive.”t 


Precisely as the Revelator had predicted, it was the 
Church that kept alive the corpse of the Pagan Empire. 
For example, in the year 800 Pope Leo III crowned 
Charlemagne king. Thus the Western Empire of Rome 
which had had no political head save the Pope since 476, 
rose again as the “Holy Roman Empire.” 

We read further in Revelation 13, 


“And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and 
poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, 
or in their foreheads: and that no man might buy or sell, 
save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or 
the number of his name” (vs. 16, 17). 


To subscribe to any false doctrine is to have the mark 
of the beast. He who really believes false doctrines has 
the mark in his forehead; but if he simply assents be- 
cause others believe them and it is policy to do so, then 
the mark is said to be in his hand. In contrast to this 
mark, the faiihful who will stand with Christ upon Mount 
Zion have the “Father’s name written in their foreheads” 
(Rev. 14:1). They obliterate the mark of the beast by 
writing God’s Word in their minds and forsaking all 
error. 

The Revelator indicates a time when Roman monopoly 
would be so tight that no man might “buy or sell” save he 
that had the mark of the beast. The entire passage being 
figurative, this can have no reference to literal merchan- 
dising, but to the trafficking in men’s souls. By the most 
apt of illustrations, in Revelation 18 the clergymen who 
promulgate false doctrines are classified as “merchants.”’ 
Always truth is free, “without money and without price” 
(Isa. 55: 1—3); ministers of the true gospel accept no 
salary for their services (II Cor. 11:9; I Thess. 2:9). 
But these merchants of Babylon “teach for hire” and 
“divine for money” (Mic. 3:11); good pews are costly; 
indulgences to sin are bought with a price. During the 
Dark Ages all spiritual merchandising was controlled by 
the bishops of the Church so that no man might “buy or 
sell” any doctrine which did not bear the mark of the 
beast. As the historian states, they fashioned dogmatic 
creeds and catechisms and forced men and women—under 
torture and many times threat of death—to subscribe to 
them. If any felt impelled to proclaim what he believed to 
be truth, he had to do so according to the rules and dis- 
cipline of the ruling church; many were cruelly tortured 
and others put to death because they dared declare any- 
thing in opposition to the man-made creeds. 


* Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. —GIBBON. 
t The Outline of History. —WELLS. 
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“No man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, 
or the name of the beast, or the number of his name. Here 
is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the 
number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and 
his number is Six hundred threescore and six” (vs. 17,18). 


HEBREW 


APOSTATE WOMAN FALSE PROPHET, THE POPE 
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The number of that beast is a problem that has per- 
plexed scholars for centuries. However, we know that the 
book of Revelation was written neither to perplex nor 
mystify but rather to reveal unto the servants of God 
things which must shortly come to pass. Therefore, it is 
with implicit faith that God will be true to His Word and 
reveal the meaning of this text that we proceed to count 
the number of the beast. 

A footnote in the Douay Version states: The numerical 
letters of his (the beast’s or man’s) name shall make up 
this number (666). Here is our starting-point. In both 
Hebrew and Greek every letter has its numerical value. 
The Hebrew words for “False Prophet the Pope” are 
shequer, nabia, ab, and as may be noted from the chart, 
they total exactly 666. 

This is remarkable and would be ample to identify the 
beast; however, there is another means of identification 
which is still more remarkable than the first. Through- 
out our investigation of this subject of the Apostasy we 
have found the beast to be synonymous with the “man of 
sin.” But in Revelation 17 this same symbol appears in 
feminine form, as “a great whore, . . . the mother of har- 
lots.” Therefore, we take the Hebrew words for “apostate 
woman” which are shobab anishah and find that they like- 
wise total just exactly 666. 

We have now counted the number of the beast in He- 


GREEK LATIN 


A WILD BEAST FURNISHED 
WITH A MARK. A DOUBLE 
FALSE PROPHET 
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brew; but as Christ the head of the true Church had a 
superscription over His head in Hebrew, Greek, and 
Latin, so also we shall expect to find the superscription 
that God has hung over the head of the false Church in 
Hebrew, Greek, and Latin. Taking the Greek words, 
Mias* adokimos, which means “one rejected as false,” we 
again secure the same total. 

It will take more words to spell or count up 666 in the 
Latin for the reason that only few letters in the Latin 
have any numerical value. Bestia means “a wild beast”; 
insigne, “furnished with a mark”; bina, “double”; falsus, 
“false”; and fatidicus means “a prophet.” All together 
we have “a wild beast furnished with a mark as a double 
or two-fold false prophet” ; and these words when counted 
up make just 666. 

Thus the identity of the beast is established in three 
languages by the very means which the Catholic Bible ad- 
vocates, that is, by counting the numerical] letters of his 
name. 

Still more evidence looms up before us—manifold more. 
One of the greatest Bible students of the age said, ““What- 
ever subject I am treating, it seems that the Book is full 
of it.” This certainly is true of the Apostasy. We shall 
go to Revelation 17 where, as noted above, the apostate 
power appears in feminine form. 

Next Issue: THE WOMAN WITH THE GOLDEN CUP. 


* Mias is the feminine form of eis, or one. 





Though for bread you get a stone, 
Hold your own! 

Though you'll walk the way alone, 
Hold your own! 

Thorns with roses still are rife: 

Sweet with bitter, that is life; 

Head high in the storm and strife— 
Hold your own! 


Dark the night, and long the way; 
Hold your own! 

Deepest darkness drifts today; 
Hold your own! 

Do the work you have to do, 

With a courage strong and true; 

Till the home-bells ring for you, 
Hold your own! 


—Sel. 
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THE GOD-TOUCHED HEART 
(Continued from page 4) 


but will be fully convinced that that day is coming and 
daily prepare for it. We will believe with all our heart 
that God is, and that He will surely reward us if we dili- 
gently seek Him, and continue faithful to the end. 
Some may think God has touched their hearts when in 
reality He has not. No doubt Saul thought God had 
touched his heart that day when, after his coronation, 
the spirit of God came upon him and he prophesied, but 
his after life revealed his heart was not really touched, or 
at least, that his response to the Divine touch was im- 
perfect. “Farewell, vain world, from thee I part, the love 
of God has reached my heart,” will be our cry if in the 
fullest sense of the word our heart has been touched. 

If God has touched our heart, we will be more sensi- 
tive to that touch today than we were a year ago, a month 
ago, or even a week ago. That touch will be deeper today 
than yesterday, and still deeper tomorrow. We will realize 
the goodness of God, and that goodness will lead us to a 
godly repentance, 

If God has touched our heart, we will not feel hurt be- 
cause our work is not recognized as much as we feel it 
should be, and feel we are not given the credit due us. We 
will have our eye so fixed on the future honor which will 
be lavished without stint that we will not be too concerned 
about receiving honor as we go along (John 5: 44). If we 
have laid up in store against the time to come, a founda- 
tion of good works, God will not be unmindful of our 
work of love which we have done in His name. In the 
great Day of Reckoning, our accomplishment shall be 
heralded throughout the length and breadth of the uni- 
verse, then “each of us will get his meed of praise from 
God.” 

If God has reached our affections, we will not forget 
our past unworthiness, the years we spent in half-hearted 
service. We will not forget our stubbornness, our rebel- 
lion against God’s law. We will feel “it is of the Lord’s 
mercies that we are not consumed, because his compas- 
sions fail not,” that His goodness to us is more than we 
deserve, the great reward He offers far beyond anything 
our work has merited. 

If God has touched our hearts, we will not be eye- 
servants, showing one type of behavior when in the pres- 
ence of one strong in the Faith, and an entirely different 
conduct when before the world or in the company of a 
brother whom we know to be only lukewarm at best. 
Being aware that the eye of God is upon us we shall ever 
be living as in His presence. Then we will do our duty 
whatever that duty and wherever we are. If God has 
touched our heart, those about us will know it; we will 
live every day so that everyone will know what our reli- 
gion is without our advertising by word of mouth. Above 
all, we shall be so concerned about our own future exist- 
ence that our daily plea will be: 


“One thing I of the Lord desire, 
For all my paths have miry been, 
Be it by water or by fire, 
O make me clean, O make me clean. 


“So wash me Thou, without, within, 
Or purge by fire, if that must be, 
No matter how, if only sin 
Die out in me, die out in me.” 


STEADFAST ...OR STUCKFAST? 
(Continued from page 5) 


situation? Do we send out the call for help, that divine 
assistance and the experience and considered judgment 
of others may relieve our present distress and start us 
forward on the right road again? Or do we sit back and 
feel that the whole thing looks hopeless and nobody cares 
about us anyhow; and after all, why should we ask for 
help? We have some qualities that are better than many 
of the so-called righteous ones. 

If such be our line of reasoning, our spiritual boat is 
indeed on the rocks and in a bad way. Fearful disaster 
is close at hand, and while we remain in this condition we 
have so little to gain and so very much to lose. We may 
even quit the vessel and strike out for the shores of sin 
with a forced gaiety and complete abandon, anxious to 
match our talents with the natives of the strange and 
wild country. But alas, the happiness and pleasures we 
had so hoped to find on this crowded island seem to slip 
from our grasp, even though we now are free to use both 
hands to clutch at them and all of our time and talents 
in pursuit of them. 

The same emotional instability and untamed nature 
that wrecked our spiritual vessel in the first place is still 
with us, and no matter in what direction we turn we soon 
reach our limitations. That substance in the distance that 
looked so much like pure gold, now close at hand, turns 
into gross clay. The happiness and pleasures we tried so 
hard to embrace lie dead or dying at our feet. 

Esau, for the pleasure of the present moment, sold his 
birthright. And all down through the pages of history 
Esau is counted as the symbol of the foolish ones who 
forfeit their hope of future inheritance in exchange for 
the questionable, fleeting pleasures of this uncertain pres- 
ent life. Stuck fast to a mess of pottage! 


Now let us be steadfast and willing, 
If a home in the future we seek. 

Old natures we now should be killing, 
If we are to live with the meek. 

But now if we choose to be stuck fast, 
And cling to that which is bad; 

Our sorrows at last will come surely, 
And leave us so lonely and sad. 

So, let’s not be stuck fast, but steadfast; 
Always working together with joy. 

The pleasures will then be enduring, 
If we now our talents employ. 





Be hopeful, friend, when clouds are dark 
And days are gloomy, dreary. 

Be hopeful even when the heart 

Is sick and sad and weary, 

Be hopeful when it seems your plans 
Are all opposed and thwarted; 

Go not upon life’s battlefield 
Despondent and faint-hearted. 

And, friend, be hopeful of yourself. 
Do by-gone follies haunt you? 
Forget them and begin afresh 

And let no hindrance daunt you. 
Though unimportant your career 
May seem as you begin it, 

Press on, for victory’s ahead; 

Be hopeful, friend, and win it. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Where no counsel is, the people fall: but in the multitude 
of counselors there is safety” (Proverbs 11: 14). 


We do not know why God created man with the par- 
ticular set of characteristics that he possesses. Two of 
them, his thirst for knowledge, and his willingness to 
back his personal] judgment, have set him apart and also 
led him into many unpredictable adventures. Probably 
few persons cannot recall with ease their own failures. 
Often we had good counsel to follow, had we only been 
willing. “Counsel” is defined as advice or opinion suggest- 
ing some course of action. It may be mutual consultation 
or deliberation. Advice may be unsought, and unwelcome. 
Counsel is supposed to be desired. 

The Wise Man says in a “multitude of counselors there 
is safety.” We never hear anyone speak of a small amount 
of safety. It must be sure and complete or it is not safety 
at all. If interested in hearing only a few of the Lord’s 
counselors, we are not interested in safety. But if we 
are interested in the true safety we will be storing up in 
our hearts the multitude of counselors provided for these 
last days. This will place us in the most favorable position 
possible to walk in the strait and narrow way that leads 
to life. 

Every example in the history of God’s people which 
was necessary for our learning, or which would contribute 
to our effort to gain salvation was made available through 
the written word. In the earlier part of the 6,000 years 
now drawing to a close, God dealt with men through an- 
gels. They spoke face to face. Moses inquired of the 
Lord in times of crises and occasions of doubt. In Ex. 
33:11 it is recorded that Moses talked with the Lord 
(angel) face to face. Numbers 16:15 tells how Moses 
spoke to the Lord (angel) at a time of rebellion. God 
dealt directly with men in His service, to instruct and 
direct them. From Genesis through Judges it is recorded 
fourteen times that the angel of the Lord “called,” “said,” 
or “appeared ” to men, in addition to an equal number of 
times where the angel’s presence was promised. God’s 
counsel to man came regularly through angels. As time 
went on and more and more of God’s counsel and instruc- 
tion was recorded, we find these testimonies referred to 
as God’s counselors. David said, “Thy testimonies also 
are my delight, and my counselors” (Psalm 119: 24). 

Jesus could always say, “It is written.” God’s written 
testimonies were His delight and counselors, even though 
He enjoyed every necessary angelic ministration and in- 
struction. Paul’s writings are richly filled with references 
to the knowledge and teachings of the prophets, together 
with many quotations from their writings. After Jesus 
appeared to him with a special commission, Paul very sel- 
dom failed to keep himself surrounded with a multitude 
of counselors of God’s choosing. For otherwise he could 
never have fought the good fight of faith which he did. 

In a large crowd, one is surrounded by people, bumped, 
pushed and shoved by them. Their very presence affects 
all our actions. So it is with a multitude of God’s counse- 


lors. If we fill our minds with His counsel and His 
thoughts, everything we do will be affected by God’s 
ways; and under continual practice we will become God- 
like in our thoughts and ways. 

The 119th Psalm has 176 verses, and in all but four of 
them at least one of the following words appear: com- 
mandment, judgments, law, ordinances, precepts, stat- 
utes, testimonies, ways (God’s), word (God’s). Frequent- 
ly the connection is with some character trait of the 
Psalmist, nearly always with his conduct. This is a good 
illustration of how God’s testimonies can be a multitude 
of counselors to us. Verse 11 is the heart of the whole 
matter, “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might 
not sin against thee.” This is the safety the counselors 
of the Lord can provide. It is the only safety man can 
achieve in this age when all are subject to the frailties of 
mortality. 

As man is reluctant to follow the advice of wiser men, 
he is equally reluctant about following the counsel of the 
All-wise God. The Almighty tells us His ways are as much 
higher than man’s as the heavens are higher than the 
earth (Isa. 55:8, 9). His Word counsels that we should 
put away all bitterness, anger, evil speaking, and malice 
(Eph. 4:31, 32). But man’s heart counsels to go ahead 
and think and speak as we wish and feel, whether right 
or wrong. God’s counsel urges us to be tenderhearted 
and forgiving; but it is so easy to follow our natural ways 
and be gruff or hold a grudge that should be put away. 
God’s counsel offers a great reward for the meek (Matt. 
5:5); but it is so much easier to be proud even when we 
have little, if anything, to be proud about. 

God’s counsel advises us to be peaceable and easily 
intreated (James 3:17); but too often we prefer to be 
stubborn and argumentative. God’s counsel advises that 
we bridle our tongue (Ps. 39:1); but we so often prefer 
our own counsel and tell at length of our own experiences. 
Truly God’s counselors are different from man’s, and if 
we follow them we can grow, improve and become differ- 
ent in a pure way, acceptable to God. 

As there was once a time when all God’s counsel to man 
was given through angels—the immortal beings who have 
worked out their salvation on other worlds—there will 
come again such a time. All of life’s activities will be ad- 
justed and regulated. “And thine ears shall hear a word 
behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it” (Isa. 
30:21). One of the differences in that thousand-year-age, 
will be that the angels will be those who have worked out 
their salvation on this earth in the preceding epoch of 
six thousand years. During the thousand years they will 
be engaged in instructing the great unnumbered multi- 
tude, training to become the subject class, whose presence 
will fulfill the promise made so long ago in Numbers 14: 
21, “But as truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled 
with the glory of the Lord.” 

In this little short period of time, God holds open the 
door of opportunity, holding out to us the chance to really 
become somebody in His sight. By following the counsel 
of His testimonies, the perfect counselors (“The law of 
the Lord is perfect converting the soul,” Ps. 19:7), we 
have the opportunity to rule self, and later the nations. 
By putting away sin from our lives we can become in- 
strumental] in putting sin and evil out of this world for- 
ever. By letting our light shine, we can shine as the stars 
forever and ever in the heavens of the Great Eternal. 





Your Questions Answered 


PERSONAL 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies to Biblical questions 
will be sent to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. The MEGIDDO MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


Please explain the Two Witnesses of Revelation 11. What 
does it mean to rejoice over them, make merry, and send 
gifts one to another, if not Christmas gifts? 


The “two witnesses” we understand to be the Old and 
New Testaments, the saving truth of God’s Word, which 
was crushed by the rising power of Roman papacy, bring- 
ing on what we term the Great Apostasy. When the 
troublesome voice of the last witness to the whole truth 
had been silenced, there was rejoicing in the hierarchy, 
which felt the rebuke of a standard of absolute purity. 
The symbolism is identical in meaning with the thanks- 
giving of the sailors who cast Jonah into the sea. The op- 
position was destroyed, and the storm was over. The en- 
tire account being allegorical, the “gifts” need not be 
literal, but a feature of the general jubilation when evil 
triumphed. 


If the twelve tribes are not natural Israel, will the Jews 
have no place in the twelve tribes of spiritual Israel—heirs 
of the world to come? 


The natural Jew, like the natural Gentile, becomes a 
part of spiritual Israel by adoption (Rom. 2: 28, 29; 8: 
15; Gal. 4: 5). There is no respect of persons, or race, or 
nationality, with God; all must become worthy by obedi- 
ence to His law (Rev. 3:4). The “one new man,” or 
spiritual body of Christ, is composed of “twain”—of both 
Jew and Gentile (Eph. 2: 14, 15). 


Please explain Isaiah 19: 18—25, concerning the five cities 
in Egypt which are to be for God. 


Throughout the Bible, Egypt—‘black”—symbolizes 
the powers of darkness (Rev. 11: 8). Its present territory 
is the whole earth (Isa. 60:2). When Christ comes to 
reign, His judgments will break the powers of error and 
wickedness and set in their place righteous laws (Micah 
4:1, 2). The Kingdom will spread until it fills the earth 
(Daniel 2:35, 44; Hab. 2:14; Heb. 8:11). “Five” is a 
“round” number, signifying the whole. All Egypt, all 
Assyria, shall be converted to the Lord and be joined to 
true Israel to become one glorious, immortal nation under 
God. 


How does one “give strong drink unto him that is ready to 
perish, and wine unto those that be of heavy hearts” (Prov. 
31: 6), when “wine is a mocker” (Prov. 20:1). If the wine 
is spiritual, then what is the strong drink? 


The “wine” and “strong drink” are identical; such 
parallel phraseology is very common in the Bible. Both 
are symbols of the Truth, with its marvelous restorative 
powers to the soul weary of sin and self (Isa. 50: 4). 

The wine which is a mocker and the strong drink 
which is “raging” is the exact opposite; it is the deadly 
wine of Babylon, the false doctrines and sinful practices 
which fill the cup of the Mother of Harlots (Rev. 17: 
1—5), upon which the whole world has been made drunk. 
Total abstinence from this sort of “drink” is the only 
safe course (Prov. 19:27); the antidote is the wine of 
truth and wisdom (Prov. 9:1, 2). 
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We are told that the laws of Moses are obsolete, and were 
nailed to the cross at the time of the crucifixion. What about 
Mal. 4: 4 which says, “Remember ye the law of Moses”? 


The meaning is that of Heb. 2: 2, 3, “For if the word 
spoken by angels was steadfast, and every transgression 
and disobedience received a just recompense of reward, 
how shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation?” 
The law of Moses was just but stern; no foolishness. In 
Mal. 4: 4 it is used as a visible example of the stern judg- 
ments of God impending upon a sinful world, described 
in the preceding verses. These will be executed when 
Jesus (Mal. 31: ) and Elijah the Prophet (4:5) return 
to earth. 


How do you prove that Elijah and Enoch are not asleep 
in the grave? 


By the testimony of the Holy Scriptures, the only 
source of information concerning even the existence of 
these two great characters. Read Genesis 5: 24; Heb. 11: 
5; II Kings 2:11; Mal. 4: 5. 


Why does the angel give command not to hurt the earth, 
neither the sea, nor the trees, till the 144,000 are sealed (Rev. 
7:3)? 


This reveals to us that the purifying judgments of God 
will not begin until His servants are judged and the faith- 
ful taken to a place of safety. The earth, sea, and trees 
are not literal, but figures of speech denoting the world- 
wide system of evil, the social and political arrangements 
called “great Babylon” in Rev. 18, which are doomed by 
their own rottenness. Their destruction will clear the 
= the establishment of the Kingdom of God on 
earth. 


Are Christmas and Easter pagan holidays? 


These holidays are supposed to commemorate holy 
events, but the manner in which the days are observed 
by the world and the customs which are perpetuated are 
definitely of pagan origin. The events should be observed 
in a godly manner and on their true dates. 


The Master’s Garden 


In His garden we shall find 

Rest for soul and heart and mind. 
There at morning I would walk, 
And with Him in secret talk. 
Saviour lead me, Saviour feed me, 
That in Thy likeness I may be. 


In His garden cool and sweet, 
There my precious Saviour meet. 
There are palms of love outspread, 
Peace is arching overhead. 

There my loved one I would meet 
That I may worship at His feet. 





In His royal garden grand, 

All His loved ones’ feet will stand. 

He will know His lovely Bride, 

E’er to keep her by His side. 

He is coming soon again 

To bless the earth with righteous reign. 


—Sel. 
ll 
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God’s Chosen Ones 


One hundred and forty-four thousand stand 
Awaiting the banquet call; 

They are the ones who, at His command, 
Have given the King their all. 

They are redeemed from the worldly throng, 
Who carelessly go their way, 

Giving no heed, as they pass along, 
To the clarion call, “Obey!” 


One hundred and forty-four thousand, they 
Have cleansed every blot of sin 
By following Jesus, night and day, 
Till holy and pure within. 
They, for the hope of eternal life, 
Have not been afraid to die; 
Yes, die to sin; and, avoiding strife, 
Work for a home so nigh. 


One hundred and forty-four thousand; just 
The choice of six thousand years. 

They heard, and considered God’s law a “must,” 
And let it dispel their fears. 

Then, leaving the pleasures of sin behind, 
They pressed ahead to the goal. 

Determined the riches of Christ to find, 
They labored with heart and soul. 


One hundred and forty-four thousand! Now 
Their labor with self is o’er. 

A coronet waits for each shining brow; 
With eternal joys in store. 

Gone is the toil of the wearisome day, 
The sorrows and sighs of yore; 

They are as waters that pass away, 
Remembered and feared no more. 


God’s chosen, His faithful, His undefiled 
Are they who are seen to stand 

Awaiting the call, “Come in, my child; 
Inherit the Promised Land.” 

They are the ones who will be the Bride 
Of Christ, who with Him shall reign 

On earth when the wicked are swept aside, 
And only the good remain. 


—L. L. S. 
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